“FOR LADIES” 


N a train journey an Oxford Doctor of 
Divinity was gazing idly at some advertise- 
ments. They were not the sort of advertisements 
which you would expect a Doctor of Divinity to 


choose to look at. But as he gazed at the words 
—and the picture—extolling a particular article of 
feminine attire, it occurred to him that the words 
put in a nutshell a very common attitude towards 
religion. The words were: 


FOR LADIES— 
FOR COMFORT— 
FOR GENERAL SUPPORT. 


Is that, sir, your idea? Do you “ leave all that 
side of things to the wife’? Is the Christian 
religion, so far as you are concerned, something 
that may be “helpful” to women, particularly 
spinsters, but also to mothers, who have to teach 


something of that kind to their children? You 
don’t interfere, you let them get on with it, but 
when they—or some tiresome priest—try to rope 
them in, oh dear no! Not for yours truly! 


If that is your idea, read on, for these words are 
meant for you. 


(1) Either the Christian religion is true or it is 
false. If it is false, you should try to stop your wife 
and children believing in it; if it is true, you should 
believe in it and practise it yourself. 


You are living in a fool’s paradise if you imagine 
that false beliefs don’t matter much. False beliefs 
are responsible for many of the problems con- 
nected with the Colour Bar, just as it was an absurd 
belief in the inherent superiority of Nordic peoples 
which led to many Nazi atrocities. If belief in God 


is a false belief, then a vast amount of time is 
wasted unproductively all over the world by people 
who spend time in prayer, and a vast amount of 
energy is wasted in trying to please God when they 
could be much better employed in worldly affairs. 
Further, if your wife is concerned about the welfare 
of her neighbours, as Jesus taught us to be, you will 
sometimes find that she is out when you particularly 
want her to be in—this “false belief” that one 
should be ready to be a “* good Samaritan ”’ turns 
out to have practical consequences which may not 
always please you! If ‘ your wife’s beliefs are no 
concern of yours”, you may quickly discover 
your mistake if on a critical issue she believes it is 
more important to please God than to please you! 
If a person’s religious beliefs are false, it is a serious 
matter, and their falseness should be exposed. 


(2) If the Christian religion is true, you should 
believe in it and practise it yourself. 


It would be foolish to say, ‘* I believe that music 
is the one thing which makes life worth living,” 
and yet to do nothing whatever to encourage 
musical appreciation in yourself or in others. It 
would not be enough just not to stop your wife 
taking the children to a concert or two. To believe 
in Jesus Christ as the Son of God must mean 
believing in the Church which he founded and in 
the sacraments which he instituted. It must involve 
the daily offering of your life to God in prayer and 
in your daily work. 


If the Christian religion means anything, it 
means that we human beings are made for fellow- 
ship with God; that though sin has largely cut us 
off from God, the Son of God has rescued us from 
our isolation (Read Being Saved in this series); 
that we can here and now dwell in him and he in us, 
and that after this life we can have the full enjoy- 
ment of the glorious Godhead. If then we are made 


for fellowship with God in heaven, it is of vital 
importance to start getting acquainted with him, 
so to speak, without delay, and Jesus warned us 
that ““ no man cometh unto the Father but by me ” 
(John xiv, 6). We simply can’t get there on our 
own. 


You can believe, for a while, that the world has 
no meaning and no purpose, but sooner or later 
commonsense if not faith will lead you to a more 
sensible conclusion. In just the same way some 
people believe for a while that they ought to stand 
on their own feet and not get entangled in marriage, 
but life and their own nature and the logic of 
events usually contrive to break down their 
splendid isolation. To disbelieve in a divine pur- 
pose is to fly in the face of facts, and those same 
facts compel one to the belief that the purpose of 
life is not to be found wholly or even chiefly within 
this life. We are made for fellowship with God in 


eternity. A famous prayer speaks of God, in 
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life. Just 
to know another human being through and through 
can be the most intense joy: what must it be like 
to enjoy the knowledge of God’s perfect being? 


Ordinary pleasures are good, and are the gift of 
God who by means of them cheers us on our way 
through this life. But they are only satisfying for a 
time, and then we become restless and look for 
something more. Our real goal, whether we know 
it or not, is not in this world. Every man, woman 
and child in the world is made in order to love God, 
and will feel frustration until they find him. But 
he has not waited for that: he has sent his Son into 
the world in order to find them. Jesus came ‘ to 
seek and to save that which was lost ’’ (Luke xix, 
10). He will put you on the right road—if you will 
let him. 
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